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The Executive Ethics Board (Board) met on Friday, September 12, 2025, for their regular
meeting. Board members present were Chair Kelli Hooke, Vice Chair Megan Abel and
Members Cam Comfort and David Hankins. Others attending included: Kate Reynolds,
Executive Director, Matt Kernutt, Senior Counsel, Julia Eisentrout, Assistant Attorney General,
Ruthann Bryant, Administrative Officer, Justin Cotte and Swift Sanchez, Senior Digital Forensic
Investigators. Members of the public also attended.

Enforcement
In lieu of an enforcement hearing, the Board accepted stipulations from:

o Brent Quebedeaux, former IT Business Analyst-Journey with the Heath Care Authority,
agreed that they may have violated the Ethics in Public Service Act. Evidence indicated
that Brent Quebedeaux used an extensive amount of time during business hours to work
on their project management certification and had approximately 151 hours of
unaccounted work hours over a 26-day period. The Board levied a civil penalty of
$2,500.

o Brandon Schmierer, Program Support Supervisor 2 with the Department of Labor and
Industries, agreed that they may have violated the Ethics in Public Service Act in the
form of a conflict of interest. Evidence indicated that Brandon Schmierer was on an
interview panel and did not disclose that their friend/roommate was one of the
candidates. The Board levied a civil penalty of $500 with $350 suspended.

The Board reviewed two Executive Director Dismissals in EEB Case 2024-011 (Christensen)
and EEB Case 2024-021 (Scott).

The Board found Reasonable Cause in EEB Case 2023-095 (Kelsall), EEB Case 2024-005
(Enciso), EEB Case 2024-006/023 (Catrett), EEB Case 2024-007 (Gordon), EEB Case 2024-
010 (Trebacz), EEB Case 2024-012 (Rivard), EEB Case 2024-025 (Depoe), EEB Case 2024-
054 (Yates), EEB Case 2024-055 (Mwendar), EEB Case 2024-057 (Ping), and EEB Case 2025-
004 (Presta).

The Board dismissed EEB Case 2024-001 (Tilson), EEB Case 2024-015 (Chu), EEB Case
2024-022/070 (Lynch), EEB Case 2024-027 (Batiste), EEB Case 2024-046 (Williams), EEB
Case 2025-012 (Ellis), EEB Case 2025-018 (Vong), and EEB Case 2025-042 (Beckett).

The Board issued Final Orders in EEB Case 2023-093 (Schaeffer), EEB Case 2024-004
(Martinez), EEB Case 2024-017 (Downs), EEB Case 2024-020 (Wilson) and EEB Case 2025-
015 (Taylor).

Meeting agendas can be found at www.ethics.wa.gov under “Meetings.”

The next meeting of the Executive Ethics Board is scheduled for November 14, 2025.


http://www.ethics.wa.gov/

Board Action:

A. The Board reviewed and approved the following agency policies:
e Board of Accountancy’s Ethics Policy
o Department of Veterans Affairs’ Raffles policy
e Health Care Authority’s Accepting Gifts policy

Approved versions of policies are posted on the Board’s website at www.ethics.wa.gov.
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