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The Executive Ethics Board (Board) met on Friday, November 14, 2025, for their regular
meeting. Board members present were Chair Kelli Hooke, Vice Chair Megan Abel and
Members Cam Comfort, David Hankins and Mark Rapozo. Others attending included: Kate
Reynolds, Executive Director, Matt Kernutt, Senior Counsel, Julia Eisentrout, Assistant Attorney
General, Ruthann Bryant, Administrative Officer, Justin Cotte and Swift Sanchez, Senior Digital
Forensic Investigators. Members of the public also attended.

Enforcement
In lieu of an enforcement hearing, the Board accepted a stipulation from:

o Matthew Ping, former Management Analyst with the Office of Administrative Hearings,
agreed that they may have violated the Ethics in Public Service Act. Evidence indicated
that Matthew Ping misappropriated funds using the agency credit card to four different
businesses they created. Evidence also indicated that Matthew Ping used the agency
credit card for personal charges, including gift card purchases and payments for
personal cell phone expenses. The Board levied a civil penalty of $28,000.

The Board found Reasonable Cause in EEB Case 2024-032 (O’Neal), EEB Case 2024-061
(Brant), EEB Case 2025-019 (Mears), EEB Case 2025-030 (King), EEB Case 2025-064
(Wennstrom), and EEB Case 2025-077 (Freeman).

The Board dismissed EEB Case 2024-026 (Lathrop), EEB Case 2024-028 (Kish), EEB Case
2025-020 (Sullivan), and EEB Case 2025-027 (Allen).

The Board issued Final Orders in EEB Case 2023-094 (Trana) and EEB Case 2024-025
(Depoe).

Board Action
A. The Board reviewed and approved Health Care Authority’s Outside Employment policy and
Ethics: Use of State Resources; Employee Recognition policy.

Approved versions of policies are posted on the Board’s website at www.ethics.wa.gov.

Meeting agendas can be found at www.ethics.wa.gov under “Meetings.”

The next meeting of the Executive Ethics Board is scheduled for January 9, 2026.
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