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The Executive Ethics Board (Board) met on Friday, January 9, 2026, for their regular meeting.  
Board members present were Chair Kelli Hooke, Vice Chair Megan Abel and Members Cam 
Comfort, David Hankins and Mark Rapozo. Others attending included:   Kate Reynolds, 
Executive Director, Matt Kernutt, Senior Counsel, Julia Eisentrout, Assistant Attorney General, 
Ruthann Bryant, Administrative Officer, Justin Cotte, Senior Digital Forensic Investigator.   
Members of the public also attended.   
 
Enforcement 
 
In lieu of an enforcement hearing, the Board accepted stipulations from: 
 

• Shelly O’Neal, Office Assistant 3 with the Department of Corrections, agreed they may 
have violated the Ethics in Public Service Act when they openly disclosed private 
medical information about another employee while on the phone in front of other staff 
members.  The Board levied a civil penalty of $500 with $250 suspended. 
 

• Shar Yates, former Medical Assistance Program Specialist 2 with the Health Care 
Authority, agreed that they may have violated the Ethics in Public Service Act.  Evidence 
indicated that Shar Yates was engaging in multiple incidents of live streaming on the 
social media platform TikTok during meetings, including broadcasting comments made 
by those in attendance at the meeting. The Board levied a civil penalty of $4,500. 
 

• Michelle Mears, Licensing Services Representative 2 with the Department of Licensing, 
agreed that they may have violated the Ethics in Public Service Act.  Evidence indicated 
that Michelle Mears avoided paying the regional transit authority tax on their personal 
vehicles by using the address of one of their subordinates instead of their own address. 
The Board levied a civil penalty of $4,000 with $750 suspended. 

 
• Cory King, former Juvenile Rehabilitation Specialist at Green Hill School with the 

Department of Children, Youth and Families, agreed that they may have violated the 
Ethics in Public Service Act.  Evidence indicated that Cory King browsed the internet for 
personal use, including visits to several pornographic sites. The Board levied a civil 
penalty of $4,500. 
 

The Board reviewed two Executive Director Dismissals in EEB Case 2025-050 (Weyl) and EEB 
Case 2025-051 (Lewis). 
 
The Board found Reasonable Cause in EEB Case 2024-042 (Lawrence), EEB Case 2024-037 
(Sessions) and EEB Case 2025-061 (Ferguson). 
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The Board dismissed EEB Case 2024-075 (Sayan), EEB Case 2024-089 (Thomas) and EEB 
Case 2025-070 (Quinby). 
 
The Board issued a Default and Final Order in EEB Case 2024-055 (Mwendar). 
 
Board Action 
 
A. The Board began their scheduled review of advisory opinions (AO).  The Board staff is 

facilitating this review by grouping like subjects together, so that the Board reviews all of the 
opinions on that subject at the same time and completing a pre-review to provide the Board 
with context and recommendations. During their review the Board will determine if the AO 
should remain unchanged, be updated or archived.  This round of reviews regarded Gifts 
and encompassed the following AOs: 

 
• Advisory Opinion 96-01: Payments for Educational Programs  
• Advisory Opinion 96-02: Unsolicited Refreshments 
• Advisory Opinion 96-05: Limitations on Gifts to Employees of Regulatory Agencies 
• Advisory Opinion 96-06: Hosted Reception-Acceptance of Food and Beverages 
• Advisory Opinion 96-12: Accepting Food and Beverages at a Community or Civic 

Event 
• Advisory Opinion 97-02: Accepting Food and Beverages at Government-Sponsored 

Events 
• Advisory Opinion 98-01: Acceptance of Meals by a Regulatory Employee 
• Advisory Opinion 98-03: Community Colleges/Acceptance of Gifts 
• Advisory Opinion 98-06: Acceptance of Meals by a Regulatory Employee 
• Advisory Opinion 98-10: Door Prizes 
• Advisory Opinion 00-06: Cash Awards for Scientific Achievement  
• Advisory Opinion 01-05: Receipt of Gifts by State Officers, Repayment at Face 

Value of Gifts from Agency Vendors 
• Advisory Opinion 01-07A: Gift Restrictions on Donations Made by Non-State 

Entities 
 

B. The Board denied a request for an Advisory Opinion. 
 

C. The Board denied a Request for Reconsideration of a Default and Final Order in EEB Case 
2024-025 (Depoe). 
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