BEFORE THE WASHINGTON STATE

EXECUTIVE ETHICS BOARD
In the Matter of: NO. 05-032
STEVE KLINGELE, - STIPULATED FACTS,
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER
Respondent.

I. STIPULATION

THIS STIPULATION is entered into under WAC 292-100-090(1) between the
Respondent, STEVE KLINGELE, -and Board Staff of the WASHINGTON STATE
EXECUTIVE ETHICS BOARD (Board) through SUSAN HARRIS Executive Director. The
followmg stipulated facts, conclusions, and agreed order will be binding upon the parties if fully
~ executed, and if accepted by the Board without modification(s), and will not be binding if
~ rejected by the Board, or if the Resi)Ondent does not accept the Board’s proposed
- modification(s), if any, to the stipulation.

| Section 1: PROCEDURAL FACTS

1.1.  On May 18, 2005 the Executive Ethics Board received a referral from the
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission (Parks) alleging' that Steve Klingele, an
employee of Parks used a state computer to view Internet sites ﬁot related to his official duties.
The Board reviewed this referral and initiated a complaint on June 10, 2005. _

1.2. The Board is authorized under RCW 34.05.060 to establish procedures for
attempting and executing informal settlement of matters in lieu of more formal procéedings
under the Administrative Procedures Act, including adjudicative vh.earings. The Board has
established such procedures under WAC 292-100-090. '

1.3. Steve Klingele understands that if Board staff proves any or all of the alleged

violations at a. hearing, the Board may impose sanctions, including a civil penalty under
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RCW 42.52.480(1)(5) of up to $5,000, or the greater of three times the eéonomic value of
anything received or sought in violation of chapter 42.52 RCW, for each violation found. The
Board may also order the paymernt of costs, including reasonable investigative costs, under
RCW 42.52.480(1)(c). _ _

1.4, Sfeve Klingele recognizes that the evidence av.ailable to the Board staff is such that
the Board may conclude Mr. Klingele violated the Ethics in Public Service Act. Therefore, in
the interest of seeking an informal and expeditious resolution of this matter, the parties agree to
entry of the stipulated findings of fac.t, conclusions of law and agreed order set forth below.

1.5. Steve Klingele waives the opportunity for_ a hearing, contingent upon acceptance
of this stipulation by the Board, or his acceptance of any modification(s) proposed b}; the Board,
pursuant to the provisions of WAC 292-100-090(2) which provides in part:

The board has the option of accepting, rejecting, or modifying the proposed

- stipulation or asking for additional facts to be presented. If the board accepts the
stipulation or modifies the stipulation with the agreement of respondent, the board
shall enter an order in conformity with the terms of the stipulation. If the board
rejects the stipulation or respondent does not agree to the board’s proposed
modification to the stipulation, the normal process will continue. The proposed
stipulation and information obtained during formal seftlement discussion shall not
be admitted into evidence at a subsequent public hearing.

1.6. If the Board accepts this stipulation, the Board will release and discharge Steve
Klingele from all further ethics proceedings under chapter 42.52 RCW for matters arising out of
the facts contained in the complaint in this matter, subject to payment of the full amount of the
civil penalty due and owing, any other costs imposed, and compliaﬁce with all other terms and
&ndiﬁom of the agreed order. Mr. Klingele in tum agrees to release and discharge the Board,
its officers, agents and employees from all claims, dainages, and causes of action arising out of
this complaint and this stipulation and agl"ced order.

L.7.  If this Stipulation is accepted, this Stipulation and Order does not purport to settle
any other claims between Steve Klingele and the Washington State Executivé Ethics Board, the
State of Washington, or other third party, which may be filed in the future.
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